Review for Pygmalion Final
Using Pygmalion, write a thesis for each of the following AP English Literature and Composition prompts for the Open Question.  Your timed writing on this play will be on one of these prompts.
1. “The true test of comedy is that it shall awaken thoughtful laughter.”








--George Meredith

Choose a novel, play or long poem in which a scene or character awakens “thoughtful laughter” in the reader.  Write an essay in which you show why this laughter is “thoughtful” and how it contributes to the meaning of the work.”  (1993)

2. 
Critic Roland Barthes has said, “literature is the question minus the answer.”  
Choose a novel or play and, considering Barthes’ observation, write an essay in which you analyze a central question the work raises and the extent to which it offers any answers.  Explain how the author’s treatment of this question affects your understanding of the work as a whole.  Avoid mere plot summary. (2004)
3. 
In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present actions, attitudes, or values of a character.  Choose a novel or play in which a character must contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal.  Then write an essay in which you show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.(2007)
4. In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that emphasize, by contrast or comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the main character.  For example, the ideas or behavior of the minor character might be used to highlight the weaknesses or strengths of the main character.(2008)

5. 
Many works of literature deal with political or social issues.  Choose a novel or play that focuses on a political or social issue.  Then write an essay in which you analyze how the author uses literary elements to explore this issue and explain how the issue contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot. (2009b)
6. “And, after all, our surroundings influence our lives and characters as much as fate, destiny or any supernatural agency.” Pauline Hopkins, Contending Forces
Choose a novel or play in which cultural, physical, or geographical surroundings shape psychological or moral traits in a character. Then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how surroundings affect this character and illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. (2011)
