Pygmalion Essay Exam Questions
1. Discuss Shaw’s treatment of the social classes through his development of at least two minor characters in Pygmalion. Does Shaw seem to think more favorably of any particular class or classes? 

2. To what extent is Pygmalion (and the Preface and Afterword) about money?  How do the economic issues and the human issues relate in this play? 
3. Attack, defend or reconstruct the following statement: Mrs. Pearce and Mrs. Higgins are more important in developing Eliza’s social persona than Henry Higgins and Colonel Pickering. 
4. “You don’t think,” say Mrs. Pearce and Mrs. Higgins to Professor Higgins.  What does Mrs. Pearce mean by this remark, and is her assessment of Henry’s character justified?
5. Discuss criticism of or commentary on social norms of morality in Pygmalion¸ considering “Middle-class Morality,” Eliza’s concern for her “character,” and Higgins’ lack of concern for others, or similar examples.
6. Compare the social transformations of Alfred P. and Eliza Doolitte. 
7. Eliza’s comment that “now you’ve made a lady of me I’m not fit to sell anything else” suggests that the status of women in late 19th-century Britain is limited by social class, gender, and work-related social mores.  How does Shaw acknowledge these relationships in his play and in his afterword? 

8. Given the description of their futures in the Afterword, which character has undergone a more complete social transformation—Eliza Dootlittle or Clara Eynsford-Hill? As you make your case, refer specifically to the future of each character in Shaw’s Afterword. 

9. Discuss the role of language as a marker of both individual and social identity, as depicted in Pygmalion.  Be sure to discuss at least three characters in your analysis.

10. Discuss the implications of the last line of the Afterword: “Galatea never does quite like Pygmalion: his relation to her is too godlike to be altogether agreeable.”  In what sense is Henry Higgins “too godlike” to become beloved by Eliza, as either romantic partner or intimate friend?  What kind of relationship have they established?
11. Identify the themes in Pygmalion that relate to the title and discuss how characterization develops the themes.  Why is the play entitled Pygmalion, rather than Galatea (or Eliza, for that matter)?  How does Shaw’s choice of title reflect the themes in the play?
