Independent Book Report Directions

DUE the final day of each quarter: 25 points extra credit if handed in one week early

**BOOK MUST BE CHOSEN BY the second Monday of each quarter, shown to teacher, and BE WITH YOU IN CLASS EACH DAY!!!
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STEP ONE: Choose a book of your liking to read throughout the quarter. It must be grade-level appropriate and of school appropriate subject matter.  Plan to spend about 15 minutes reading each day, and you will be done in no time.  
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STEP TWO: Get the book approved by your teacher, and begin reading the book.  If you don’t like the book, then choose a different one and let your teacher know.  The point of this assignment is to read for fun.  Choose to read about something that you are interested in, or something that entertains you, or do some investigating on something that fascinates you.  Find a book that you enjoy reading every night and the assignment will be easy!! 
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STEP THREE: Literary Map (100 points)
Bottom of Form

Fold a piece of blank computer paper into 8 equal sections.  Label the sections with the following underlined categories.  Keep this folded paper as a bookmark in your book and use it to take notes on throughout your reading of the book.

	PLOT

Trace the actions

of the story


	SETTING

places &

times


	THEMES

main ideas &

lessons of story


	VOICE

author’s

writing style & literary techniques used


	FIGURATIVE

LANGUAGE

Any similes, 

symbols,

metaphors, imagery,

personification


	PROTAGONIST

Details about the

  main GOOD

character (quotes said about her/him & by them, & descriptions of what they look like or how they behave)


	ANTAGONIST

Details about 

    main BAD

character (quotes said about her/him & by them, & descriptions of what they look like or how they behave)


	VOCABULARY

At least 10 Words that you don’t know &

THEIR DEFINITIONS




· Keep track of each of these categories as you are reading the book, recording PAGE NUMBERS next to each entry.  

SCORING ( worth 100 points

Each of the first 7 sections is worth 12 points.  You will receive 1 point for each example – So 12 bullet points in each section (with page numbers) is worth full credit.  

The VOCABULARY section is worth 20 points.  Each word that is defined is worth 2 points.  Having 10 challenging words with their definitions is worth full credit.
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STEP FOUR: Alternate Ending or New Chapter for the book (100 points)
Bottom of Form

After you have finished reading the book, you will write either an alternate ending for your book (to replace the existing ending) or an additional chapter to extend the story as written by the author.  This is your opportunity to change something that you didn’t like about your book, and for you to synthesize your own ideas with your author’s.  

Full Credit will be given if you:

- Write 2 pages typed, 12 pt, Times New Roman font, 1 ½ spaced (or 3 pages written)

-  Demonstrate an understanding for the content, plot (and other literary) elements, writing style, purpose, audience, and the themes of the book.

-  Show creativity and effort
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STEP FOUR: Book Jacket (150 points)

You will make an alternate book jacket for the book you have read.  Using a large piece of construction paper, fold it in half and create your own illustrated cover with made-up critical reviews on the back.  Paste your own engaging summary on the inside front cover, and research your author to create a biography that you will paste onto the inside back cover.

1. You will creatively and artistically illustrate the front cover.  (40 points)

2. On the back cover you will write at least 6 made-up critical reviews about the text, commenting on its writing style, quality of reading, and recommendations.  You will make these up based on your own critical commentary of the text. (30 points)

3. On the inside front cover you will write an engaging summary of the book that would entice readers to read the book.  (40 points)

4. On the inside back cover you will write a short biography of the author.  The biography will tell readers about the author’s life, most significant accomplishments, significant other works, and a lesson that can be learned from his/her life. (40 points)
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